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FINAL EDITION 


Bankruptcy ‘Imminent’ as Buffalo Diocese 
ends 2019 with $5M loss amid clergy scandal 


Donations were down by 
nearly a third from 2018 


By Jay ToKaAsz 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


The Buffalo Diocese ended its 2019 fis- 
cal year $5 million in the red, due primar- 
ily to a big decline in donations amid a 
scandal over clergy sexual abuse from de- 
cades ago. 

Donations in 2019 fell by nearly a third 
compared to 2018, according to a Buffalo 
News analysis of the diocese’s latest finan- 
cial statements. 

A Chapter 11 bankruptcy filing is “im- 


minent,” the diocese cautioned, because 
its financial situation is so dire. 

The News estimated the year-to-year 
decline in donations by analyzing three 
major sources of revenue to the diocese’s 
central administrative offices in 2018 and 
in 2019: the Fund for the Faith, contribu- 
tions and bequests, and diocesan assess- 
ments. All three are based upon parishio- 
ner giving. 

Those revenues totaled $7 million in 
2019, down from $10.2 million in 2018. 
Overall revenue to the diocese’s central of- 
fices was down $5 million, or about 28%. 

“Diocesan offertory has declined since 
August 2018, resulting in budget short- 
falls for the 2019 fiscal period,’ wrote 


Buffalo Diocese’s financial losses 

A $5 million net operating loss was recorded in 2019, 
primarily because of a drop in donations amid an 
ongoing scandal over clergy abuse from decades ago. 


E Total revenues Net loss or gain 


ae $-830,727 $19,023,530 
2016 E $18,346,309 
a $-589,166 $18,853,787 
- $-1,784,029 $18,133,064 
aie $-5,040,826 $13,145,047 


Buffalo Diocese financial statements 


the Rev. Peter J. Karalus, vicar general 
and moderator of the curia for the dio- 
cese, in an introduction to the financial 
statement. “Diocesan administration and 
the Finance Council are addressing these 
income trends, have reduced spending 
where possible and further reductions in 
ministries and services will be necessary.” 

It was the second year in a row the di- 
ocese operated at a loss of more than $1 
million. In 2018, the operating deficit was 
$1.8 million. 

The diocese’s bottom line took a signif- 
icant hit from reduced investment gains 
in 2019 compared with the previous year. 


See Diocese on Page A10 


With solar business 
lagging, why is Tesla 
hiring ‘hundreds’? 


i = ee With the clock tight-lipped about 
© F ticking on Tesla the Buffalo factory. 
; Inc. to bulk up its That was still the 
r $ Buffalo workforce, case Thursday, when 
EEI the company says the company didn’t 
i pee teil were it is hiring à respond to 
“hundreds” of David Robinson questions about 
workers. its hiring plans 
But with BUFFALO’S BUSINESS or how many 
the deadline it employs in 


School districts 
are cracking down 


to have 1,460 workers at its 
RiverBend factory 2% months 
away, there are few signs that 
Tesla’s solar energy business 
really needs to be going on an 
all-out hiring spree. 


Buffalo. It also is not saying 
how many solar roofs it is 
making inside the factory that 
state taxpayers spent more 
than $950 million to build 
and partially equip. 


At least not yet. The company said last 
on the epidemic But that doesn’t mean it summer there were around 
F doesn’t make sense for Tesla 800 people working at the 
of teen vapıng, to be hiring. plant, either for Tesla or its 
With a $41.2 million partner, Panasonic. 


using cameras and 
detectors that trigger 
text alerts in a bid 

to deter students 


Photo illustration by Mark Mulville/Buffalo News 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


rea school administrators routinely get text alerts on their phones, 
warning them of impending storms, police responses and the 
occasional power outage. 1 This year, Maryvale school officials started 
receiving a different kind of alert about a different kind of emergency. 
“Vaping detected, upstairs boys’ lav.” { The automated alerts are an indication 
of just how seriously school districts are taking the rise in popularity of vaping, 
or smoking an e-cigarette device. Some, like Maryvale, have spent thousands 
of dollars on detection systems. Others have modified programs about the dangers 
of drugs and alcohol or added cameras to see who is going into lavatories. In at 
least one local district, students are not permitted to use a lavatory unless they 


» SEE SMOKING ON PAGE A10 


“We view vaping 

as a health epidemic, 
and we want to do 

our best to educate 
these kids, and also 
reduce vaping 
significantly while 
they’re in school.” 
Maryvale Superintendent 
Joseph R. DAngelo 


penalty looming in mid-April, 
it would be cheaper for Tesla 
to hire hundreds of workers it 
doesn’t yet need than to pay 
the state for not living up to 
its job creation promises. 

After all, $41.2 million 
can pay a lot of workers - 
hundreds of them, in fact. 
More than enough to reach 
its job target, with millions of 
dollars to spare. 

Tesla has always been 


But with a $41.2 million 
penalty looming, consider 
this scenario: Say Tesla hires 
workers at the Buffalo factory 
for an average of $50,000 a 
year, including benefits. For 
$41.2 million, that would pay 
the wages and benefits for 820 
full-time employees — more 
than enough to top Tesla’s job 
target. If Tesla hired the 660 


See Robinson on Page A10 


ANALYSIS 


Defense theory stokes 
fears of autocracy 


Concerns about Trump’s 
overreach are amplified in 
impeachment trial. 


By CHARLIE SAVAGE 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - When a 
lawyer for President Trump 
suggested to senators this 
week that whatever a president 
does in pursuit of re-election is 
inherently in the public’s inter- 
est, the moment crystallized 


critics about creeping presi- 
dential autocracy. 

“If a president does some- 
thing which he believes will 
help him get elected in the 
public interest, that cannot be 
the kind of quid pro quo that 
results in impeachment,” said 
the lawyer, Alan Dershowitz. 
He sought on Thursday to clar- 
ify or walk back his remarks, 
saying on Twitter that they 
were mischaracterized. 


fears among some of Trump’s See Impeach on Page A6 
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Your Total Purchase of $50 or More 
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fops 
im spend must be met after all 


nimun 
discounts have been subtracted from order and before sales 
tax has been added to order. Minimum spend requirement 
excludes the following purchases: gasoline, pharmacy, 
off serces git cards aleghol facto gnd ary fems 
prone d by law. Not to be doubled or imit 


‘customer. Valid at an Mapag Te fops 
Friendly Market. Coupon expires 22/2 p 


Find More Deals In-store or at TopsMarkets.com 


à Bison Dip 


12 oz. cont. 


Additional Quantities $1.69. 


Valid at participating Tops 
Friendly Markets. Expires 2/1/20 


Cheez It Crackers 
7.5-12.4 oz. box 


I Limit 1 with this coupon & your GA. 
1 Not to be doubled or tripled. 

Limit one coupon per customer, 
Valid at participating Tops 


1 Additional Quantities $2.99. | 
í Friendly Markets. Expires 2/1/20 


1 Poland Spring Water 
24/16.9 or 12/23.7 fl. oz. btls., 
5 T Plus Deposit Where Applicable 


T Additional Quantities $4.99. | | | | 
I Limit 1 with this coupon & your GA. 
00000 ` 8762 


BU-1537244 


E Not to be doubled or tripled. 
Limit one coupon per customer. 

1 Valid at participating Tops 
Friendly Markets. Expires 2/1/20 


